WILD ATLANTIC WAY

SLI AN ATLANTAIGH FHIAIN

Fishing the Wild Atlantic Way



el

CONTENTS

Introduction
Planning the Wild Atlantic Way
Fishing the Wild Atlantic Way

Sea Angling 9
Shore Fishing 11
Deep Sea Fishing 13
Bass Fishing 15

Salmon & Sea Trout 17
South West 21

Galway & Connemara 21
North Mayo 23
Donegal 25
Wild Brown Trout Fishing 27
Large Trout Loughs 29
Small Trout Loughs 31

Trout Rivers
Coarse & Pike Fishing
e Access & Country Code 42

L
=% Credits

= i
o




Out at the very edge of Europe, the Wild Atlantic Way (WAW)
stretches for 2,500 km along Ireland’s western seaboard. From Malin
Head in Co. Donegal to Kinsale in Co. Cork, it is the longest defined
coastal drive in the world. It has become one of the most popular ways
for visitors to explore the wild and rugged countryside of western
Ireland. The route is clearly marked, making it easy for travelers

to find their way from one place to the next. So whether you're

looking for remote getaways, action-packed activities or rich cultural
experiences, the Wild Atlantic Way is just waiting to be explored.

Ireland is well known as a top angling destination and it should be

no surprise that there are a wealth of fishing opportunities available
along the WAW. Whether you are a keen angler or a complete
newcomer, you will be happy to know that there are plenty of places
where you can take a break and spend a day or two fishing. This short
guide has been put together to introduce you to some of the fishing
opportunities available on the route, describing some of the angling
highlights you will encounter, and giving maps and information on other
fisheries that are well worth exploring. So, all you need to do is to
pack a couple of rods in with the rest of the luggage and look forward
to enjoying the fantastic scenery and great fishing that the WAW has
to offer.
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PLANNING THE WILD ATLANTIC WAY

www.ireland.com

www.wildatlanticway.com/home

www.fishinginireland.info

confact(@fisheriesireland.ie




FISHING THE WILD ATLANTIC WAY

www.fishinginireland.info
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SEA ANGLING




Shore anglers truly have a wealth of choices of venue over a variety
of ground including surf beaches, rocky outcrops, quiet inlets, bays and
estuaries. One of the great experiences of Irish sea angling is to fish

a west coast storm beach when a big surf is running. The roar of the
waves can be heard from afar as the surf, swelling and then pounding
ashore, leaves a waste of suds in their backwash. The beaches are for
the most part shallow and safe, allowing the careful angler to wade
among the breakers and enjoy some incomparable angling. Numerous
species can be targeted on Irish beaches including bass, rays, dogfish,
whiting and flat fish (dabs, flounder, plaice & turbot).

There are also many miles of rocky shoreline and two of the rock
fisherman’s favourite species, pollack and wrasse are common all
around the coastline. There is great fishing for these species from the
craggy shorelines of the lovely Bearaq, Iveragh and Dingle peninsulas
in the southwest, but they may also be caught in similar locations all
around the coast. There is also very good rock fishing off the islands,
such as Valentia in the south-west, and along the Clare coast.

A map detailing a number of shore marks around the coast is
given at: : >

Inland Fisheries Ireland (IFl) has a number of publications
available for download that give detailed information on
the shore fishing right around the route of the WAW and they are
available to download at:



DEEP SEA FISHING

wwwWw.fishinginireland.info/charterboats/index.htm
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BASS FISHING

wwWw.fishinginireland.info/guides/index.htm
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SALMVION & SEA TROUT
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wwWw.fishinginireland.info/salmon/salmon licence.him
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https://tinyurl.com/ycbrifg5 g3
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www.fishinginireland.info/useful.htm
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SOUTH WEST

www.bandonangling.com

www.watervillelakes.org

GALWAY & CONNEMARA
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NORTH MAYO

htt

o0o0.gql/auZ7TWu

4L



www.bangorerrisangling.com

DONEGAL

www.donegalanglingholidays.com
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WILD BROWN TROUT FISHING

https://tinyurl.com/y8t42ig3




LARGE TROUT LOUGHS
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While Ireland’s large limestone loughs are rightly renowned for their
quality wild brown trout fishing, there are numerous smaller loughs
that can offer excellent sport in some wild, windy and unspoilt places.
These loughs are sometimes well off the beaten track and will rarely
see an angler, but those that make the effort can be rewarded with a
fine day’s fishing. The average size of the trout in these loughs is often
small but they can make up for this by being voracious feeders, coming
readily to the fly.

Typical of these type of loughs is the Cloonee system near Kenmare

in Co. Kerry. This system consists of six loughs of varying size and they
are increasingly wild and remote as you progress up the system. At
the bottom of the system, the Cloonee loughs are boat fishing only,
and boats are available for hire locally. The lakes are shallow and the
freely rising trout available throughout provide great sport. Further
up the system, Loughs Uragh and Inchiquin have both boat and bank
fishing with good access points. Trout in these lakes are also free rising
and there is a chance of a sea trout late on in the season. From here
on we are really getting off the beaten track and three more lakes lie
waiting for the angler prepared to hike through the open countryside.
With beguiling Irish names like Lough Napeasta (The Serpents Lake),
Cummeenadillure Lough and Cummeenaloughan, these lakes represent
the typical mountain lakes found in the west of Ireland. The trout here
are not giants and they can be stubborn, but this won’t be enough to
dampen your spirits when surrounded by so much natural beauty.



TROUT RIVERS

www.bandonangling.com
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Apart from a couple of very notable exceptions, there are relatively
few venues for coarse and pike anglers along the WAW. The nature
of the terrain means that the rivers and lakes along the route are more
suitable to salmonids than for coarse fish and pike. There are however
a small number of quality options within striking distance of the WAW.
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Starting at the southern end of the WAW, the Lee Valley Reservoirs
including Inniscarra Lake, are the first main stop for coarse and pike
anglers alike. These lakes contain very good stocks of most of the usual
coarse species and are popular competition venues. Inniscarra Lake

in particular, has recently been developed for access for anglers and
now boasts hundreds of pegs which were put to great use at the World
Feeder Championships, held on the lake in 2014. The healthy stocks

of coarse fish encourage the growth of good pike and the lakes are
prime pike angling venues with plenty of pike over the 100cm mark.
There is a good guiding infrastructure around the lake to ensure that
you can make the most of your visit.

Heading northwards, about 30 minutes’ drive from Limerick city, the
twin towns of Killaloe /Ballina lie at the southern end of Lough Derg.
This large lough is quite likely Ireland’s most prolific pike water both
in terms of numbers and quality of pike it produces. Pike of 100cm
are caught almost every week and fish to 110cm and larger are not




uncommon. It is a long lake with plenty of bays and inlets and one
needs to fish from a boat to get the most out of it. Luckily, Lough Derg
is serviced by a large number of boat hire operators and angling
guides that can ensure you have the best chance of catching. It is a
top coarse angling venue too, with all the main species present but
with hard fighting hybrids often providing the bulk of the catch. Easily
accessible bank fishing can be at a premium, but for the serious angler
in search of large bags of fish, the local tackle shop can prebait swims
on remote shores of lake islands making a 50kg + bag a possibility.

For a smaller and more intimate experience, the lakes around Corofin
in Co. Clare offer the roving coarse and pike angler a chance to
explore some less frequented angling venues. These lakes on the
Fergus river system are all noted coarse angling fisheries and hold
healthy stocks of most species, with tench a particular attraction. Bank
access is available on many lakes in the area and pole, waggler and
feeder tactics will all produce. For the pike angler, boat fishing will
usually be more productive, allowing you to cover more water. In fact,
these lakes are well suited to float tube fishing with a lure or fly rod
as they are small enough to be manageable using this versatile way of
fishing. There are plenty of lakes to explore and an angler in a float
tube could cover two or three in a day. For more information on the
main lakes on this system visit:



https://tinyurl.com/y9y692xo
https://tinyurl.com/y86bogf3



ACCGESS AND COUNTRY CODE WAW ANGLING MAPS
Access to Fisheries:
SEA ANGLING MAP

https://tinyurl.com/y9aeobso
Country Code:

0 SALVION & SEA TROUT ANGLING MAP
leave no tll‘RgAcNg %ﬂﬁ% https://tinyurl.com/ycbrtfg5

Errors and Inaccuracies: BROWN TROUT ANGLING MAP

hitps://tinyurl.com/y8142ig3

Fzem  PIKE ANGLING MAP
CREDITS B

https://tinyurl.com/y86bogf3

COARSE ANGLING MAP
https://tinyurl.com/y9y692xo
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