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Background
On December 4th 2006, the Chief Executive Officer of the Central Fisheries Board received a
Ministerial Direction under section 18A, 19(4) and 20(3) of the Fisheries Act 1980 directing the
Central Fisheries Board to “to co-ordinate the preparation and implementation of a programme for
rehabilitation of salmon stocks giving priority to rivers below their conservation limits in special
areas of conservation which have the greatest prospect of recovery”.
This year represents the second year of the programme and is funded by the proceeds of the
salmon conservation fund component of the salmon licence fees. The salmon conservation fund
component consists of an additional fee, the equivalent to the cost of the licence, was added to all
classes of licence to provide funds for a conservation programme. A Class ‘A’ licence costing €134
was made up of €67 for the license fee and €67 ring fenced for the Salmon Conservation Fund.
The funds raised from the sale of angling and commercial salmon fishing licences are ring fenced
and distributed to salmon conservation fund projects across the 17 fishery districts. This follows
assessment of applications by the Salmon Conservation Fund implementation committee whilst
abiding by the Terms of Reference for the fund (Appendix I).
The implementation committee is made up of both scientific and management staff within the
Central and Regional Fisheries Boards (Dr Paddy Gargan CFB, Mr Eamon Cusack ShRFB, Mr
Declan Cooke NWRFB). Those projects recommended by the implementation committee were
submitted to the Management Committee representing the CEO’s of the Regional Fisheries Boards
for final approval.
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Projects Approved in 2008
In October 2008 the Implementation Committee received 39 project proposals from the Central and
Regional Fisheries Boards requesting a total of €2,814,585 (Appendix ii) under the 2008 fund. The
implementation committee recommended 10 projects which were further approved by the
Management Committee. Each project was assessed according to the criteria identified in the
terms of reference (Appendix i) and a numeric score attached to each criterion (Appendix iii). It
was proposed that a provisional cut-off point of 9.1 would apply under the 2008 Fund and projects
received funding in the following order subject to funding availability;
Projects Awarded Funding in 2008

Funds Awarded

Various Rivers throughout Ireland.
Assessment of attainment of salmon conservation limit 2009 in various
rivers throughout Ireland currently not meeting their conservation limit.
Shranaploya River (a tributary of the Glenamoy River), Co. Mayo.
Further bank protection and channel restoration on the Shranaploya River.

€180,920

River Fergus, Co. Clare.
Build a crump weir and installation of a logie fish counter on the R. Fergus.

€202,000

Lackagh Fishery, Co. Donegal.
River bank side clearance and fencing. Installation of weirs on the Fishery.

€49,000

River Nore, Co. Kilkenny.
River Nore (basin) fish passage improvement works.

€60,000

White River, Co. Louth.
Proposal for a fish pass on the White River.

€50,000

River Boyne, Co. Meath.
Feasibility study for a full counter for the River Boyne.

€20,000

€82,865

Bunowen River, Co. Galway.
River Bank protection, Spawning ground improvement and river bank
clearance on the Bunowen River.

€6,800

Dunkellin River, Co. Galway.
Provide instream structures, river bank fencing and provision of a fish
counter on the Dunkellin River.
River Slaney Co. Wexford.
Instream Work to be carried out on tributaries of the River Slaney.

€95,000

Total Awarded

€27,500
€774,085
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Finances for 2008
Funds collected in licence sales in 2008
2007 Funds decommitted and carried forward to 2008/09 projects

€697,186
€185,2161

Total

€882,402

Funding allocated to projects under the 2008 fund

€774,085

Funds carried forward to 09/10 projects

€108,317

1

Some of the funds decommitted under the 2007 fund became available after the 2008 applications were approved and were
therefore carried forward to 2009 project allocations.

5
Salmon Conservation Fund Report 2008

Appendix I
Terms of Reference for Allocation of Salmon Conservation Funds
Salmon Conservation Fund 2008
In accordance with section 18A of the Fisheries Act 1980 the Minister of State at the Department of
Communication, Marine and Natural Resources, with responsibility for inland fisheries, Mr John
Browne T.D. directed the Central Fisheries Board to co-ordinate the preparation and
implementation of a programme for the rehabilitation of salmon stocks. It was indicated that priority
should be given to:
1. Rivers below conservation limit.
2. Rivers which have the greatest prospect of recovery.
3. Remedial works within the remit of the Regional Fisheries Boards where maximum benefit
can be expected to accrue.
Proposed Terms of Reference
To identify and cost projects which meet the criteria set out above for rehabilitation of
salmon stocks.
To implement priority projects, which meet the criteria set out above, subject to
feasibility, funding availability and value for money consideration.
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Appendix II
Projects submitted for consideration in 2008
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Appendix III
The scores were allocated on the following basis;

Conservation Limit
River below Conservation Limit = 2 points
River between 100% - 120% of Conservation Limit = 1 point
River above 120% of Conservation Limit = 0 point

Prospect of Recovery – Q Values for water quality
Q1 – indicates very poor water quality with poor macro invertebrate community diversity.
Q5 – indicates very good water quality with high macro invertebrate community diversity.
Q-value of 1 = 1 point
Q-value of 2 = 2 point
Q-value of 3 = 3 point
Q-value of 4 = 4 point
Q-value of 5 = 5 point
Some rivers have multiple Q-values. It was decided that an average Q-value for the entire river be
allocated to projects since the entire river should benefit from works carried out.

Maximum Benefit
The group assigned a score between 1 and 4 to this category on the basis of scientific knowledge
and other indices.

A score of 4 points = maximum benefit to be gained from conducting

rehabilitation projects; a score of 1 point = lesser benefit to be gained from conducting rehabilitation
projects.
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