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FoReWoRD

It is expected that users of this Guide will have some familiarity with the practical aspects
of countryside access management. This guidance document should provide staff with
required information relating to design, construction and installation of the structures.
Thus enabling personnel to construct and erect them. However, they are not intended
to offer a complete or exhaustive specification or a blueprint that will be suitable for
every situation. In many instances designs will need to be adapted to suit a particular
set of circumstances or to solve a specific access problem. It is therefore recommended
that, where appropriate, advice is sought from experienced & competent practitioners or
skilled contractors as to the suitability of a particular design and any modifications that
may be necessary.

Works should always be carried out having due regard for the ecology of the site.

SF Inland Fisheries Accessible Angling Infrastructure A4 v5.qxp_Layout 1  25/10/2016  15:36  Page 3



1.0 PlAnninG

If your project requires planning permission (e.g. angling shelters, heavy engineering
projects, car parks) then an application for planning permission is made by filling in a
planning application form and submitting it together with required documents to your
local authority. Reference should be made to the development plan in the area before
making a submission.

Your local authority will be able to give you advice about how to apply, whether your
proposals are likely to comply with the development plan, what other documents you will
need, what the fee will be and any other requirements.

It is a good idea to talk to the local authority before you make an application. This may
save you long delays later on. Remember that pre-consultation with local angling clubs
and community groups – prior to planning can help alleviate any concerns/issues before
the application is submitted.

1.1 Applying
In general, you will need to submit the following documents with your application:

● A location map (6 copies)
● Site or layout plan (6 copies)
● Other plans, elevations and sections (6 copies)
● Copies of public notices (newspaper and site)
● A plan showing the position of a site notice or notices
● Where appropriate, a certificate issued by the planning authority verifying that the 
    development proposed is for no more than 4 houses or for housing development on 
    land of 0.2 hectares or less. This may be relevant where angling shelters are to be 
    constructed. If such a certificate has been applied for but not issued, a copy of the 
    application, which itself must meet specific requirements, will suffice. 
● Appropriate assessment screening
● Any extra documents required for special protected sites, e.g. Habitat screening, 
    archaeological assessment
● Method statements
● The appropriate fee

To apply for planning permission, contact the Chief Officer of the Planning Department
of your local authority. 

You must give a public notice of your proposals before making an application. this
must be done by placing a notice in a locally circulating newspaper (your local
authority will have a list) and putting up a site notice that can be clearly read. You
will find details of information that must be contained in the notices in the planning
application form.
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The application must be received by the local authority within 2 weeks
of the notice appearing in the local newspaper and the erection of the
site notice. The site notice must remain in place for at least 5 weeks
from the date of receipt of the planning application. (Please note, nine
days over Christmas, from 24 December to 1 January, are not taken
into account when calculating the 5-week period).

1.2 Granting
You must not start building before you receive the grant of permission. 
Normally, planning permission is subject to conditions, some of which
may require changes to your proposals.

Planning permission normally lasts for five years. You may be required
to make a financial contribution towards the construction of any road,
water supply or sewerage that may be necessary.

If the local authority refuses your application, it will give you the reasons for this. You
have 4 weeks from the date of this decision to appeal to An Bord Pleanála. 

1.3 liaising with stake Holders

1.3.1 Heritage sites     
The Heritage Council’s planning role is to ensure that local, regional and national
planning policies and objectives include stipulations for the protection, conservation
and management of our national heritage. The Council also seeks to ensure that its
planning programme enables Ireland to meet requirements outlined by planning-
related directives and conventions. 

If your development may impact upon heritage sites, structures or wildlife habitats it
would be prudent to liaise with the Heritage Council during the course of your
planning application process.

1.3.2 Protected Habitats
The National Parks & Wildlife Service (NPWS) is responsible for the designation of
conservation sites in Ireland. The NPWS works with farmers, other landowners and
users and national and local authorities, trying to achieve the best balance between
farming and other land-use on the one hand, and requirements for conserving nature
in these selected areas, on the other.

You can check if your planned development is within a National Heritage Area
(NHA), Special Area of Conservation (SAC) or Special Protection Area (SPA) on the
NPWS website.

If your site is within one of these areas it would be prudent to liaise with the NPWS
during the course of your planning application process.

SF Inland Fisheries Accessible Angling Infrastructure A4 v5.qxp_Layout 1  25/10/2016  15:36  Page 5



1.3.2 office of Public Works: Heritage sites and Flood Risk
Management
If you development impacts upon an OPW heritage site or could affect flood control
in an area it would be prudent to liaise with the OPW during the course of your
planning application process.

1.3.4 esB Fisheries & other Fishery owners/ lessees
Where applicable the owner/lessee of the fishery should be consulted before
initiating development projects.

1.3.5 landowners
Where applicable the landowners should be consulted before initiating development
projects.

1.3.6 local Angling Clubs & Community Groups
It is prudent to liaise with representatives of the local angling club and community
groups prior to planning. 
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2.0 HeAltH & sAFetY

When anglings stands, walkways, slips etc. are being constructed they are a place of work
which falls under the Safety, Health & Welfare (Construction) Regulations, 2013. The
relevant sections of the safety statement should be reviewed at the planning stage for the
works particular attention should be paid to risk assessment. The Safe System of Work
Plan which is detailed in Appendix 1 must be completed. If you are unsure of the
requirements consult with the Health & Safety Executive.

2.1 Personal Protective equipment 
Personal protective equipment which may be required in this type of workplace may
include:  

● High visibility clothing
● Hearing protection 
● Gloves
● Respiratory protection
● Safety glasses
● Hard hat
● Safety boots
● Personal flotation device
● Dry suit

2.2 training
Staff involved in construction work must hold a valid safe pass cert. 
A non-exhaustive list of relevant training includes:

● Safe Pass
● Manual Handling Training
● ATV (Quad bike)
● Excavators
● Abrasive wheels (Con saw/Angle grinder)
● Signing, lighting & guarding
● Road Worker Safety
● Teleporter
● Tractor dozer
● Site dumper
● Scaffold
● Chainsaw

2.3 safe system of Work Plan
It is essential that the safe system of work plan is completed. By completing the plan you
will have identified the risks which relate to the work activity/workplace and have
recorded the controls which have been put in place to ensure the safety of everyone on
site. See appendix one for further details.
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2.4 notification to the Health & safety Authority

If a construction project is going to last longer than 30 days or 500 person days then you
are legally required to notify the HSA using the approved AF1 & AF2 forms as required.
Any day on which construction work is carried out (including holidays and weekends)
should be counted, even if the work on that day is of short duration. A person day is one
individual, including supervisors and specialists, carrying out construction work for one
normal working shift. 

This Notification is to be made by Registered Post to HSA, Metropolitan Building, James
Joyce Street, Dublin 1; or as may be directed by the Authority.

The project supervisor for the construction stage shall clearly display on the construction
site a copy of this form.

2.5 structure life Cycle

Design

Demolish
(when beyond

repair)

Construct

Repair &
Maintain

Remove
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Following design and construction it is essential that the structure is assessed at a
minimum biennially. Assessments are conducted on site using rugged tablets and related
software. The system records the position of the structure using GPS. Once the location is
recorded the condition of the structure can be assessed. Based on the assessment the
following can be determined.

1.     Take no action as the structure is sound
2.     Repair or maintain the structure as required
3.     The structure is beyond repair and must be demolished and removed

By carrying out this process you are ensuring that the safety of both the public and staff.

If a structure is unsafe and poses a risk it must addressed as a priority. Any verified
reports on dangerous structures should be addressed immediately and closed off if
immediate repair is not possible. If no funding/budget is available for repairs, and it has
become hazardous it should be removed.
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3.0 ConstRuCtion MAteRiAls

The quality and lifespan of individual structures will depend upon the standards of
materials and workmanship used in their construction as well as local environmental
factors. Wherever possible, these should conform to the relevant standards and be fit for
purpose. 

3.1 Material standards
The following will assist in achieving high standards of construction and installation,
thereby minimising the requirement for future repair and replacement, and ensuring that
structures function safely and reliably and cause the minimum of inconvenience to users. 

timber
● All timber should meet EN338 (strength class) and EN 14801 (visual and machine 
    grading).
● The grade (strength class) of timber used for structural components such as posts, 
    beams and joists shall be sufficient to cope with the loads placed upon it during its 
    service life. When a mass of 75kg is placed anywhere on a step or top rail a maximum 
    defection of 15mm shall occur. When a mass of 150kg is placed anywhere on a timber 
    step or rail acting through an area of no greater than 0.01m2 (approx. 100mm2 or 
    80mm diameter circle) no visible permanent deformation or cracking shall take p
    lace. All preserved timber should be to BS 8417:2011and meet EN599, EN351 & EN335 
    (durability of wood). 
● Timber of Use Class 4 should be used for timber in direct contact with the ground 
    and/or fresh water.
● Timber of Use Class 5 should be used for timber which is permanently or regularly 
    submerged.
● The use of timber impregnated with wood preservatives should be avoided on 
    wetland sites of conservation importance due to the leaching of heavy metals.

Metal
● All metal fittings and fencing materials (e.g. hinges, latches, bolts, screws, nails, fence 
    wire and mesh) should be (in preferred order); stainless steel, hot dip galvanise, 
    galvanise or otherwise treated to prevent rusting. Zinc plated fittings must only be 
    used on indoor dry condition structures. In-dex screws are recommended for decking.
● All steel and aluminium structures must conform to EN1090-1 and EN1090-2 or 
    EN1090-3.  

Plastic
● All plastic must be satisfactorily tested using the EN ISO 179-2010 ISO 178 standards.

Concrete
● Concrete should not normally be used to install strainers, struts, posts and other 
    timbers, except where a hole cannot be excavated to an adequate depth or the soil 
    type does not support the structures integrity.
● Concrete should be used to install metal structures or where a timber post or strainer 
    is subject to exceptional loads (e.g. to support a steel pole barrier).
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4.0 enGineeRinG PRojeCts

Where the development is of high value, large in scale and involves the use of third party
contractors, it is prudent to hire a consulting engineer to oversee and sign off on the
various stages of construction.

The professional indemnity, public and employee liability insurances of the contractors
and consulting engineer should be obtained before works commence. It is prudent to
request a letter of indemnity for IFI from the contractor for such projects.
The following details should be obtained by IFI during the course of the project:

● The safety files where applicable on completion
● As built drawings
● Consultant engineering approval sign off
● Copies of equipment test certificates
● Certificate of practical completion
● Details of defects liability period and warranties
● Where applicable operation and maintenance manuals, procedures and schedules

4.1 Client & Contractor Duties for new Projects
the Client
When IFI appoints a contractor, IFI shall be recognised as a client under the Safety,
Health & Welfare at Work Construction Regulations.

If the works last longer than 30 working days, 500 person days or if there is a particular
risk (e.g. electricity, work at height, excavations etc.) then IFI must appoint a Project
Supervisor for Design Process (PSDP) and Project Supervisor for Construction Stage
(PSCS). A safety & health plan is also required.

IFI must assess the health and safety competence of the PSDP and PSCS and appoint
both in writing. IFI must notify the HSA using the AF1 form.

the Project supervisor Design Process
The PSDP must prepare the preliminary safety and health plan. The PSDP must issue this
to the PSCS. At the end of the project the PSDP must issue the client with the completed
safety file.

the Project supervisor Construction stage
The PSCS must further develop the Safety & Health Plan during construction. The PSCS
must manage site safety. 

SF Inland Fisheries Accessible Angling Infrastructure A4 v5.qxp_Layout 1  25/10/2016  15:36  Page 11



5.0 ACCess & stRuCtuRe GuiDinG PRinCiPles 

The following guidance principles are based on the Bristish Standard BS 5709:2006 Gaps,
gates and stiles – Specification.  

1. Choosing the least restrictive option

The selection of a gap, gate or stile which permits people to use a path crossing a field
boundary such as a hedge, fence or stone wall, shall result in as little restriction as
possible for potential users, including so far as is reasonably practicable users of wheel
chairs & mobility vehicles, while meeting the needs of landowners.

On public footpaths potential users include walkers, wheelchair users, walkers with dogs
under control and walkers with prams/pushchairs.

There will be some paths on which some of these users could not reasonably be expected
ever to be able to travel. However just because other parts of the path are impassable to
mobility vehicles (push chairs or wheelchairs) for example because of stiles, does not
allow stiles or non-mobility-vehicle-passable gates to be put elsewhere on the path. To do
so would be to make it harder in future to give access for all. 

This is especially true of structures at the start of paths, where they leave a road. Some
people with disabilities may get no further than the first field in the short term, but that is
so much better than not getting anywhere at all. 

In the absence of explicitly identified counter reasons the following structures should be
used in this order of preference: Gap, Gate, Kissing Gate, Stile. 

table 1. Accessibility of structures conforming to BS 5709 on footpaths

Gap

Gate

Kissing gate

stile

Defined gap

Pedestrian gate or bridle
gate without latch

Pedestrian gate or bridle
gate with latch

Kissing gate, without latch

Kissing gate, with latch

Wide post and rail stile &
narrow post and rail

Allows all users

Allows most users

Inhibits some users (e.g. those with
dexterity and reach, slight
difficulties)

Inhibits some users (e.g. wheelchair
users) depending on layout and size

Inhibits some users (e.g. disabled
users) and is generally more
difficult to use than latchless gates

Prevents all wheelchair users;
inhibits the less agile and some
walkers with dogs

structure             type of structure               Performance
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Where something beyond a gap is needed then a two-way-opening self-closing gate is the
preferred option (except adjoining roads where safety and vehicle exclusion may indicate
a kissing gate). A gap may be inappropriate for example because of the need to control
livestock; the second choice shall be a gate.

Self-closing gates are desirable where there are livestock. Gates shall open freely and a
force of no greater than 50N shall be needed of open fully. 50N is approximately
represented by 5kg on a spring balance. Gates are normally easier to use if they open in
the direction of travel e.g. They are two way.

Stiles should be avoided unless exceptional circumstances require them.

2. Reasonableness

Except where a gap is chosen, an assessment of reasonableness of putting a structure
across a path should be made. That assessment should include certain things being
considered including whether there might be some other measure that would remove the
need for any structure. An example would be where some side fencing or rerouting of
cattle paths might allow elimination of the need for any cattle barriers at all on the path. 

3. Manoeuvring space

This is the space needed to be kept clear so as to allow users to get into position to open,
pass through, and close a gate or to negotiate a fixed structure.

A great deal more space is needed than is commonly assumed. One-way-opening gates
need more manoeuvring space than two-way opening ones and mobility vehicles (wheel
or push chairs) may need a three metre diameter space. Where appropriate it is desirable
that those involved in erecting structures have some training involving actual people
with wheelchairs, pushchairs as appropriate. It is best to get it right before installation to
ensure potential users are able to manoeuvre through the structure. 

4. Road side structures

At vehicular roads, structures should be set back at least two metres from the carriageway.
When a footpath is likely to be used by groups of walkers and which continues on the
opposite side of the road, the structure should to be set back four metres from the
carriageway edge.

5. Continuous structure Management (Inspect, Repair, Replace or Remove)

Structures must be maintained in order ensure the structures remains in a safe and
compliant condition for use. Inspections should be conducted and recorded. Maintenance
and repair should be completed and recorded as required.

6. Ground Conditions

So far as is reasonably practicable ground within two metres of the structure to be free of
surface water and provide a firm surface, except immediately after rain. 

7. Protrusions & Hazards

The structure should not present a hazard to the user. There should be no barbed wire,
electric fence, etc. within one metre of the structure or the manoeuvring space. Similarly
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plants which may scratch, sting or cause rash should be treated or removed within one
metre.

No protrusions such as bolts likely to catch clothes or cause injury should be permitted.
All edges likely to come into contact with the user shall be rounded to a radius no sharper
than 2mm or chamfered with at least 2mm flat. Protrusions integral to the design (e.g.
latches) shall be rounded. Pinch points and trapping hazards should not form part of the
structure. Where moving parts of the structure could trap fingers, for instance at the gate
closure line, the area shall be maximised to reduce the point pressure. Note this trapping
can be avoided by preventing the gate closing completely, for example by installing block
of resilient material on a part of the closing. The assessment of the design of a structure
shall include considerations for visually impaired users.

Any posts carrying a protruding direction sign should not form part of the structure, but
shall be mounted separately so that the direction arm cannot overhang the structure or
intrude into the manoeuvring space. 

Where structures are installed it is prudent to affix a unique identifier code for future
reference. 
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6.0 sAMPle sPeCiFiCAtions DRAWinGs
6.1 Specification Drawing Guidance Notes 
6.2 Paths
6.3 Angling Stand 
6.4 Floating Pontoon
6.5 Gateway
6.6 Kissing Gate
6.7 Pedestrian Bridge 
6.8 Trail Bridge
6.9 Stile Complex
6.10 Stile Basic

6.1 specification Drawing Guidance notes
Creating an accessible and understandable external environment is potentially the most
challenging task facing designers due to constraints posed by the natural landscape and
spatial limitations of the existing built environment. 

We have limited influence over the natural topography of an area and must seek to
optimise accessibility and understanding through the creative placement of routes and
features.

This involves strategic thinking during the earliest design stages to ensure, for example,
pedestrian access routes are positioned to provide convenient access with minimal
changes in level. 

Physical, sensory and mental abilities vary from person to person and for individuals as
they get older. Diversity is normal. Designers need to be aware of difference across the
range of human abilities, and of associated design considerations.
Accessible Paths

Defined paths should be used in areas of high volume public traffic. High volume traffic
typically occurs in urban areas, urban fringes and in core recreation areas. Where it is not
practicable to construct paths 1800mm wide regular passing spaces should be
considered. Cross fall gradients for water run off should be no more than 1:50. Path
gradients should not exceed 1:20.   

Trails are not covered by this guidance document. Where trails are to be constructed they
should comply with the national trails standards developed by the national trails office.
These are available at www.irishtrails.ie

Gates

In most situations a two-way-opening self-closing gate is the preferred option. By virtue
of their design and mode of operation, kissing gates can be more restrictive to users than
simple pedestrian or bridle gates. They should therefore only be installed if there is a
specific and pressing reason to do so and a more accessible design is not considered
acceptable. The ready availability of self-closing hinges and secure automatic latches for
both one-way and two-way gates means that kissing gates should rarely be necessary The
area through, and to either side of a gate should be appropriately surfaced (if necessary
with aggregate fill) and properly maintained to ensure that it does not become worn or
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eroded, causing puddling in wet weather. Adequate space should be provided to either
side of the gate to allow users to manoeuvre through it conveniently and safely. This is
especially important adjacent to roads.

stiles

Stiles are often constructed in the belief that they improve accessibility. In reality, stiles
erected in inappropriate locations can cause inconvenience and discomfort to users and,
in some instances, may severely restrict peoples' ability to gain access to angling. Stiles
are impassable to wheelchair and pushchair users and can be an insurmountable barrier
to ambulant disabled, elderly and less agile people. Anglers carrying large amounts of
equipment will also be hampered. It is therefore suggested that a stile should only be
installed as a last resort when it is not possible to provide access by means of a gap or
gate.

Bridges

In areas of high volume public traffic it is essential that bridges are constructed to a high
standard. In these areas multiple handrails and continuous guardrails will be required.
Trail bridges are unsuitable in this situation particularly when young children are likely
users.

Trail bridges are less complex and typically used in remote locations where the volume of
public traffic is low. There is an assumption that users are able bodied, alert and without
significant physical or sensory restrictions.

Access to trail bridges is typically via narrow unsurfaced trails on mixed terrain. Users
typically travel in single file.

Trail bridges should be a standard width of 900mm. The provision of the number of hand
and or a guard rails will be determined by the environment. 
Factors to be considered include: 
● The height above ground level or water level
● The depth of water beneath
● The propensity of the area to flood 
● The propensity of the area to be affected by other weather phenomena
● Any other hazard peculiar to the immediate environment

Angling stands

The width of angling stand walkways and angling areas should be homogenous on all
stands.  The selection of rail heights at the angling area may potentially vary given the
type of angling commonly practiced at the location. Where multiple angling areas are
provided from a single walkway a minimum of 3m shall separate each angling area.
Railings must be fitted where an angling stand accommodates a wheelchair user. 

Note that the specification drawing for the floating stand is for reference only. Erection of
floating pontoons should be based on the engineer’s design which is specific to the
planned site. The required fixings, materials & anchoring may vary greatly at each site. 
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Floating stands

Floating stands will most likely be designed off site by a contractor.  It is
a requirement to consult with and get drawings/plan from the contractor
and details on the type of structure being put in place. It is also a
requirement that installation be carried out by this contractor, or if sub-
contracted, under his/her supervision.
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NOTES 
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APPenDiX 2. 
teMPlAte FoR AssessinG ReAsonABleness FoR A
stRuCtuRe
1.     Is the structure absolutely necessary and why so?
2.    Is it the least restrictive option?
3.    What is the likelihood that it will cause some restriction to users?
4.    What is the extent of any restriction created and what types of user will it affect?
5.     What is the effort or cost needed to remove the restriction or to enable people to 
       avoid it?
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APPenDiX 3.
sAMPle ConstRuCtion MetHoD stAteMent

Method statement
job/Project title:
Reference number:
Date:

DesCRiPtion oF WoRKs

tasks:

Duration:
sequence:

location:

ResouRCes RequiReD

Personnel:

supervision:
Plant/equipment:

Materials:

AssessMent oF siGniFiCAnt RisKs FoR All tAsKs

Access:
Places of Work:
others at Risk:
noise: 
Manual Handling:
Chemicals:
Plant & equipment:
other:
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